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more than any other country over the 
past 20 years. We were able to do this 
because of new and innovative tech-
nologies that our American businesses 
produced. 

The answer is clear: we need to bring 
more American technologies to market 
as soon as possible. That message has 
been reiterated by my colleagues 
throughout tonight’s Special Order. 

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LAMALFA), 
my colleague and friend. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
am still trying to figure out what the 
priorities of this Biden administration 
are. When you look at the different 
world events going on—when John 
Kerry comes out and says: Oh, we hope 
this Ukraine intervention does not 
interfere with the progress the U.S. is 
making with Mr. Putin on climate 
change—you wonder what are the pri-
orities? 

Indeed, I would have to remind you 
that if CO2 is a priority of this adminis-
tration, the carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere, it represents only .04 per-
cent of our atmosphere. You see all the 
other gases in our atmosphere are rep-
resented by much larger percentages. 

If indeed John Kerry and this admin-
istration’s big priority is CO2, what are 
they doing to help remedy that for the 
energy this country needs? Well, my 
home State of California it shutting 
down both nuclear power plants that 
we had at one time in the State, Santa 
Onofre first and Diablo Canyon coming 
up pretty soon. 

It is tearing up hydroelectric dams, 
like up in my district, on the Klamath 
River; both of those provide CO2-free 
electricity, if CO2 indeed is the big pri-
ority. No, it is something else. It is 
some other agenda. They are not doing 
much to help. If we had more nuclear 
power plants in this country, we 
wouldn’t have the fuel for them. 

We produce only 9,000 pounds of ura-
nium, yet our needs in this country for 
our power plants, military ships, and 
even medical is about 45 million 
pounds. That is 9,000 versus 45 million. 
It doesn’t seem to be the priority of 
this administration to have America’s 
needs, the people of this country’s 
needs, our energy independence when 
you look at just the production of elec-
tricity, let alone oil and gas, which are 
so critical for everyday needs for ev-
eryday Americans. 

We need to really focus on what this 
country needs and we need to help 
steer this administration into that 
focus instead of the fruitless direction 
we are going. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his 
excellent remarks. I would like to 
thank all the Members who have been 
here tonight. When I proposed holding 
this Special Order, we received an over-
whelming response. Perhaps that is ex-
emplified by the number of Members 
who stayed late into the evening to dis-
cuss the energy crisis that right now is 
affecting every American. 

This truly shows the commitment 
that congressional Republicans have to 
working to revitalize American energy 
dominance. It is a testament to how 
important this issue is. We truly have 
been able to discuss the issues that 
have dreadful effects on so many Amer-
ican families right now, this evening. 
This energy crisis that President Biden 
created is impactful tonight, tomor-
row, and until we use American inno-
vation to respond correctly. 

Madam Speaker, what we have shown 
here tonight is a road map back to 
American energy dominance. 

It is a plan to increase innovation. It 
is a plan to rebuild our energy grid. It 
is a plan to cut harmful regulations 
and a plan to ensure that the American 
people have safe, reliable, and afford-
able energy. 

So, once again, Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleagues for their remarks, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 
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NO FLOWERS FOR UKRAINIAN 
WOMEN ON INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I am 
grateful for the opportunity tonight for 
a Special Order on this International 
Women’s Day. 

There are a lot of ironies about this 
day. We in the Democratic Women’s 
Caucus and the Bipartisan Women’s 
Caucus could not let this day go by 
without drawing attention to what is 
happening in Ukraine to women, moth-
ers, and children. The irony is particu-
larly significant because International 
Women’s Day is a national holiday in 
Ukraine and Russia. 

The Administrator of USAID and 
former U.S. Ambassador Samantha 
Power commented on this today. She 
referenced that the founder of Inter-
national Women’s Day was a woman by 
the name of Theresa Malkiel. She was 
a Jewish labor organizer in New York. 
She was born in what is now Ukraine, 
and she emigrated to the United States 
to escape persecution. Madam Speaker, 
130 years later, Ukrainian women are 
now being forced to leave their homes 
as well. 

Now, we are heralding the incredible 
strength of Ukrainian women. They are 
facing unimaginable horrors brought 
about by Vladimir Putin and Vladimir 
Putin alone. 

Last year, President Putin sent a 
message to women for International 
Women’s Day in Russia. He said: ‘‘I 
wish you good health and success . . . . 
And, of course, I would like you to 
have as many reasons for smiles and 
joy as possible.’’ 

I guess the question to ask Putin is: 
Does that apply to Ukrainian women 

as well, the women you presume are 
Russian but are willing to have them 
be forced into death marches because 
you feel compelled to shell commu-
nities throughout Ukraine? 

Last week, Vladimir Putin’s forces 
killed a woman and two children in 
cold blood as they attempted to escape 
over a bridge in Irpin, a suburb of Kyiv, 
and he continues to order the shelling 
of evacuation corridors as Ukrainian 
civilians attempt to flee. Over 1 mil-
lion of them have already left. It is 
going to be millions and millions more. 

Let me just show you a couple of pic-
tures, Madam Speaker. This is a 
woman in Ukraine on International 
Women’s Day, thanks to Vladimir 
Putin. This is what Vladimir Putin 
thinks of women. These are the smiles 
he wants to see on their faces, the joy 
he wants to see in their eyes. 

This man needs to be called out for 
what he is. He is a tyrant, and he is 
committing premeditated war on the 
Ukrainian people and Ukrainian 
women and children. He is doing so and 
committing war crimes as well. 

Let me show you yet another picture, 
Madam Speaker. 

This is one that is hard to look at. 
These are three dead women who were 
trying to escape and were shelled down. 
They are now dead. They have their 
suitcases and their backpacks. One is a 
small girl. This is what Vladimir Putin 
is doing in Ukraine, and he must be 
called out for it. 

His bloodthirsty disregard for the 
lives of women and children has never 
been more apparent. Last month, I was 
disgusted to hear him use a crude rape 
reference to urge Ukraine to acquiesce 
to Russia’s demands, saying: ‘‘You may 
like it. You may not. But you will have 
to endure it, my beauty.’’ 

Vladimir Putin said this: ‘‘You may 
like it. You may not. But you will have 
to endure it, my beauty.’’ 

His senseless war has already caused 
nearly 500 civilian deaths, and it is 
probably more than that, including 29 
children, and it is probably more than 
that. He has already forced 2 million 
Ukrainian people, mostly women and 
children—in fact, about half of them 
children—to flee their country. 

On the news tonight was a story 
about an 11-year-old child whose moth-
er let him leave. He traveled 700 miles 
to get to a safe haven. His mother, 
from some outpost somewhere in 
Ukraine, put up a video thanking those 
who had taken her son into their arms 
and who had brought him to safety. 
That is what Vladimir Putin is forcing 
Ukrainian families to do. 

The vast majority of these refugees, 
as I said, are women and children who 
have left their husbands, their broth-
ers, and their fathers behind to fight. 
For the first time—for the first time 
ever—half of these refugees are chil-
dren. 

Now, think about the scars that will 
take place in the minds of those chil-
dren over their lifetimes. These are 
children who should be home playing in 
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their neighborhoods and heading off to 
school, not hiding in bomb shelters and 
fleeing across borders, not crying in 
their mama’s arms for milk when all 
they can get is water. 

Women and girls who are single and 
arriving at the border face an increased 
risk of exploitation and abuse, includ-
ing sexual violence, gender-based vio-
lence, and trafficking. 

Welcome to International Women’s 
Day. Welcome to what Vladimir Putin 
said he wanted, to put smiles and joy 
on the faces of women. Instead, women 
are becoming victims of sex trafficking 
and rape. 

The disruption of essential services 
and emergency medical care has al-
ready affected the women in Ukraine. 
We have seen heartbreaking reports of 
mothers giving birth in makeshift 
bomb shelters and underground metro 
stations as Russia bombs Ukraine’s cit-
ies. 

The U.N. estimates that 80,000 
Ukrainian women will give birth in the 
next 3 months—80,000 of them. That is 
as many women who will give birth as 
I have in one of my larger cities in my 
district. Many of these women are 
going to do it alone without the sup-
port of their family or their spouses, 
and they are going to do it without ac-
cess to medication or critical and life-
saving care. 

This is the joy and smiles that Vladi-
mir Putin talked about in his address 
for International Women’s Day last 
year. I don’t know what he said to the 
Russian women today. Did he send 
them flowers, give them candy, and 
offer them gifts? 

This is what he calls gifts to the 
Ukrainian women. The Russian con-
flict in the Donbas region has already 
led to an increase in sexual violence. In 
2019, one in three Ukrainian women re-
ported experiencing physical or sexual 
violence, and the current crisis in-
creases this risk exponentially. 

We have seen a horrific increase in 
sexual violence just in the past 2 
weeks. In the city of Kherson alone, 
Russian soldiers raped at least 11 
women, in some cases so brutally that 
only five of them have survived. 

We must elevate these stories and 
call Vladimir Putin out for what he is. 
He is a misogynistic, evil dictator. 

Nevertheless, Ukrainian women are 
fighting back. I am really in awe of the 
ordinary, brave Ukrainian women who 
are leading the fight to protect their 
country. 

I am going to show you a picture 
now, Madam Speaker, of the Ukrainian 
women. These are Ukrainian women. 
They represent almost 22 percent of 
Ukraine’s armed forces, which is one of 
the highest percentages in the world. 
In the United States, the number of 
women serving in the military is like 
18 percent. It is 22 percent in Ukraine. 

Many women, many mothers, are 
taking their children to the border to 
hand them off to family members in 
Poland or Romania or other locales 
and then going back in to join in the 
fight. 

More women are joining the fight 
every day. They are teachers, nurses, 
accountants, police officers, and grand-
mothers. The list goes on and on. Even 
women members of the Ukrainian par-
liament, who just 11⁄2 weeks ago were 
writing their country’s laws, have 
taken up arms in defense of Ukraine. 

I guess we should all ask a question: 
Would we do that? 

The Ukrainian parliamentary mem-
bers are doing that. It is important for 
us to have their backs. 

I am proud that the United States 
has imposed unprecedented sanctions 
and export controls on the Russian 
economy. I am proud of what our Presi-
dent has done by solidifying the sup-
port of all NATO nations, something 
that hasn’t been done for a very long 
time. 

NATO countries throughout Europe 
are stepping up in terms of how much 
money they are committing to their 
defense. They all recognize that this is 
about more than Ukraine. This is 
about freedom for all of Europe. 

I commend the Speaker for working 
quickly to bring a Russia energy sanc-
tions package to the floor and commit-
ting to sending $14 billion to Ukraine 
to aid its military and assist with hu-
manitarian responses. We must bring 
the full weight of the U.S. Government 
and our allies to bear in holding Putin 
accountable for his aggression and his 
violations of international law. 

Let me show you this picture, 
Madam Speaker. This is International 
Women’s Day. There is no joy on the 
faces of these people. There are no 
smiles. 

This is Vladimir Putin’s war. He has 
every intention to annihilate an entire 
population of people in Ukraine. This is 
not just an unprovoked war; this is a 
premeditated, savage, murderous, and 
tyrannical attempt of genocide. 

I hope that we have the guts to call 
him out. We need to create our red 
line, and our red line should be that 
every Ukrainian person who wants to 
leave the country will have safe pas-
sage to a safe country before another 
bullet or another missile is put into 
the air. 

I hope we do not see the unthinkable 
happen in Ukraine. 

God bless our Ukrainian women and 
children. God bless our Ukrainian 
President. God bless the military in 
Ukraine who fights on and all those 
who recognize that freedom is not 
cheap and freedom is not given. If you 
want a democracy, you have to be will-
ing to put your name, your body, and 
your soul on the line to protect the 
community that you love. 

Madam Speaker, I have the great and 
distinct honor to yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), who is 
my colleague whom I adore. She co- 
chairs the Congressional Ukrainian 
Caucus and has been passionate about 
drawing attention to the fate of the 
Ukrainian people. 

b 2100 
Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I 

want to thank Congresswoman JACKIE 

SPEIER of California for her leadership 
on so many issues, including women. 
Not just women but for people every-
where, in our country, those who have 
been abused, those who serve in our 
military, and those who serve in our 
intelligence services. I thank her for 
her great contributions to our country, 
how she has lived her life and has 
served so nobly. The people of Cali-
fornia have really sent a jewel here, 
and they know it. I shall miss her 
greatly when she makes her decision to 
leave us at the end of this session of 
Congress. She is truly a friend and a 
friend to the American people. 

I am very honored this evening to 
join her and rise on this International 
Women’s Day to call out the damaged 
and really bestial soul of Vladimir 
Putin. His torturous treatment of the 
women, children, and elderly of 
Ukraine is a war crime. 

He is about genocide in a country 
that 30 years ago voted to be inde-
pendent. When the Soviet Union fell, 90 
percent of the people of Ukraine, about 
42 million people, voted that they 
wanted to be free. It was an extraor-
dinary moment in world history. 

But yet, we hear from this—what do 
I call him—Russia’s tyrant—last year 
on International Women’s Day, he 
issued a statement. Here is what he 
said: Congratulations to women—call-
ing the day a ‘‘holiday filled with joy, 
warmth and goodness.’’ And he talked 
about mothers, granddaughters, grand-
mothers, aunts, sisters, saying how 
they represented love and tenderness 
and how good this was. Yet, if we look 
at the pictures that are here, he is kill-
ing them. 

There are pictures of the people. 
Look at this woman. He says tender-
ness and love and that women are tak-
ing care of countries and they are rais-
ing children. He is killing them. 

The elderly and the disabled—I re-
ceived a letter today, and two individ-
uals were killed in a car because a Rus-
sian bomb came down in a civilian 
area. The woman who was driving was 
elderly, and the person she had in the 
car with her was disabled. He is mas-
sacring civilians. He says he loves 
women. Really? They are dead. They 
didn’t have a chance. They are civil-
ians. 

In terms of the disruption of life in 
Ukraine, God bless them. Over 2 mil-
lion have now fled from their tiny, lit-
tle homes. It is one of the poorest Na-
tions in Europe, but it wants its free-
dom. 

Here is a picture of the numbers of 
people fleeing. You can see, if you look 
at the number of headscarves, these are 
women with their children. Many at 
the Ukraine-Poland border are kissing 
their husbands goodbye, they fear for 
the last time. The children are crying. 

In the westernmost city of Ukraine, 
Lviv, there is a sea of displaced people. 
Europe has not seen this since the Sec-
ond World War, nothing like it. Free 
people everywhere have to pay atten-
tion. These are good people. 
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Seventy-five percent of the food 

raised in that country that is eaten by 
the people there is raised by those 
women in their family plots, in their 
gardens. Putin is killing them. He is 
killing the mothers and grandmothers 
of Ukraine. 

What do his statements matter in the 
Kremlin, when he comes out of his 
cave, wherever that is. We see the 
butchery on the news every night. We 
see it on our iPhones. Our visceral feel-
ings of horror pale in comparison to 
the lived reality of those who now 
know deep fear, anxiety, and loss. 

The reality is that Putin is sending 
his troops in those tanks and those jets 
up in the air to shoot and bomb hos-
pitals and maternity wards and kinder-
gartens and schools. He has already 
killed, from 2014 to the present, when 
he first invaded Ukraine, 14,000 people 
who aren’t known to the world, and 
now more. He has no heart. 

In his statement last year, on Inter-
national Women’s Day, he said: Thank 
you to the women doctors, the para-
medics, the medical nurses, and all of 
those who are saving lives and nursing 
patients back to health. What a lie. 

These women in Ukraine today, with-
out proper bandages, without medical 
equipment, are caring for women who 
are pregnant and delivering in the sub-
way systems of the capital city, in 
Kyiv. If they need a C-section and they 
are cut, there is no thread to sew them 
up. How about that, Putin? How about 
that? 

How many children have you killed 
since your invasion of Ukraine? The 
misery among these people. 

This abominable creature is now 
spilling the blood of those he once her-
alded. Ukraine’s medical professionals 
and their patients are being murdered. 
The people trying to help are being 
murdered. 

On a day Putin recently proclaimed 
as the triumph of love and admiration 
and gratitude. This two-faced liar is 
committing war crimes against an in-
nocent people. 

Can Putin be human? A human could 
not celebrate women on one day and 
then annihilate them and their fami-
lies on the next. He simply couldn’t be 
human. He is a killer of Lucifer propor-
tion. He considers human life not sa-
cred. 

So on this International Women’s 
Day, a day dedicated to honoring 
women around the globe, let us recog-
nize the brave, courageous women of 
Ukraine. 

From every walk of life, they have 
endured centuries of oppression. Now, 
with this window on liberty, this mo-
ment in history, they have a chance to 
take their young democracy forward, 
and they are fighting for it. 

They are sewing camouflage material 
to try to prevent the planes from see-
ing where they live. They are defending 
their homeland with every ounce left 
in them. There is not enough food, and 
there is not enough water. 

As co-chair of the Congressional 
Ukraine Caucus and as someone who 

has visited Ukraine since the 1970s 
countless times, I know these women 
and their bravery. There is nothing you 
can teach a grandma in Ukraine that 
she hasn’t been through. We call them 
babusyas. They are the world’s strong-
est women. They have endured so 
much. Ukraine’s women are truly en-
gaged in a battle to slay Goliath. 

Ukraine’s passionate, generous, and 
courageous women are on the front 
lines. There are some who are serving 
in the military itself, on the home 
front, in their neighborhoods. 

I don’t know if anybody saw the 
babusya, a grandma, who had a pan, 
and she hit an armed drone out of the 
air. How about that? They are learning 
how to use guns, to do anything to help 
their people in beating the savage at-
tacks of Kremlin’s Putin. 

b 2110 

The entire world sees the bold spirit 
of these women. Here in America, we 
see that spirit in Ukraine’s remarkable 
Ambassador Oksana Markarova, who 
has such dignity, dignity under pres-
sure, real courage, rallying our Nation 
and our leaders for the aid of her coun-
try. We must hear her. We must hear 
the pleas of the people of Ukraine. 

In the midst of unceasing atrocity, 
Ukraine’s women are pouring their 
hearts and souls into the righteous 
cause of defending the bright shining 
light of liberty. They can see it. 

I will tell you one experience I had 
when I first went to Ukraine, and I 
watched how the people walked with 
their heads down, and they didn’t want 
to be noticed. They tried to be almost 
disappeared while they were walking 
down the sidewalk. They didn’t want to 
make eye contact with anybody. 

Today, when you go to Ukraine, the 
new generation, they look at you, they 
have hope in their eyes, there is possi-
bility. They want to access West. There 
is no more noble duty than defending 
liberty and letting others enjoy its 
bounty. 

When envisioning the vanguards of 
democracy, don’t think of some myth-
ical beings. Instead, think of the flesh 
and blood of Ukrainian women who are 
protecting and defending the precious 
blessings of the bit of democracy and 
liberty that they have been able to 
taste. These women are the real hero-
ines among us. 

Today, America and the world rise up 
in solidarity with Ukraine’s women. 
Let us salute their valiant fight 
against the darkness and the mur-
derous behavior of Vladimir Putin. We 
stand with them, and we stand with 
Ukraine. No country in the world has 
done more for Ukraine than the people 
of our great country. 

Today, on International Women’s 
Day in the year of 2022, America ex-
claims to Ukraine’s women: Slava 
Ukraini. Thank you, we love you, we 
know you are going to be victorious. It 
is going to take a bit more time, but 
know that we in the free world stand 
with you and are doing everything pos-

sible to save you, to save your beloved 
families, to save your communities, to 
save your country. You so deserve the 
liberty that you have earned. 

I say in many of my speeches back 
home, there is no more sacred soil than 
the soil of Ukraine because of what its 
people intergenerationally have en-
dured through no fault of their own. 
They deserve to be free. They have 
earned it. 

Ms. SPEIER. I thank the remarkable 
gentlewoman from Ohio, whose passion 
and commitment to the Ukrainian peo-
ple is just so evident. She said that 
they will be victorious. I believe her 
because we are going to make sure 
they are going to be victorious. We 
have their backs. 

I am reminded of this comment by 
one Ukrainian woman, and she said: 
Nobody thought this is how we would 
spend our weekend; a teacher from the 
town of Dnipro told a cameraman as 
she and her neighbors made molotov 
cocktails. She said: I planned to plant 
tulips and daffodils on my backyard 
today. Instead, I learned to fire arms 
and get ready for the next night of at-
tacks on Kyiv. These women are strong 
and committed, and we will have their 
backs. 

It is now a great privilege to yield to 
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania 
(Ms. DEAN), co-chair of the bipartisan 
Women’s Caucus and a talented leader. 

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I thank 
Representative SPEIER and Representa-
tive MARCY KAPTUR. It is a solemn 
privilege to be with them tonight as we 
lift up the people of Ukraine, as we lift 
up the women and children of Ukraine 
on this International Women’s Day. 

It is a sad day. It is a solemn day 
around the globe, and I hope that the 
people of Ukraine know that we are 
heartbroken and determined alongside 
of them. 

I will begin by saying, ‘‘Slava 
Ukraini. Slava Heroyam,’’ and recog-
nize this International Women’s Day. 

I am the co-chair of the bipartisan 
Women’s Caucus, and on behalf of that 
caucus, I stand here to lift up the peo-
ple of Ukraine, in particular, the 
women and children in their suffering. 

I want to say personally for me—I am 
speaking for no one in this case other 
than myself—I don’t believe that we 
are actually witnessing a war here. I 
believe we are witnessing a series of 
war crimes; that we are witnessing a 
series, the world is witnessing a series 
of atrocities. There is no justification 
for this attack on the sovereign nation 
of Ukraine. These are war crimes, and 
they are Mr. Putin’s alone. 

I represent the Fourth Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania. It is Mont-
gomery and Berks Counties, suburban 
Philadelphia, proud home, in both 
Jenkintown, Abington, and in Bridge-
port and other areas of our community, 
to terrific Ukrainian-American mem-
bers of my community. 

I have known them for my entire 
time of public service: As a State rep-
resentative for 61⁄2 years and now in my 
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fourth year in Congress. I have always 
been proud to call them my community 
members, but sadly never so proud as I 
have been in the last 3, 4 weeks, as 
they prepared for this horror that we 
all hoped would not come. 

Just a few days ago, I was with the 
Ukrainian organizations and volun-
teers at the Ukrainian Educational and 
Cultural Center in Abington, many of 
whom still have close family and 
friends in Ukraine. And, in fact, the 
children there made me this beautiful 
headband; made for me and for many 
others. What was fascinating that day 
is everyone was coming together, com-
munity coming together—not just 
Ukrainian Americans, but others—to 
say we will not stand for the horror 
that is going on. The globe, the world 
will not stand for the atrocities, the 
murderous brutality of Mr. Putin on 
sovereign people. 

One woman who started a donation 
drive was amazed. She went to U-Haul 
and bought 30 boxes, and she wondered 
if they would be able to fill those 30 
boxes with donations of humanitarian 
food, medicines, blankets, clothing, 
and others. Well, I think there were 
about three container trucks later. The 
place was teeming with people, volun-
teers of all stripes, towering with boxes 
of donations and people furiously and 
very hopefully sorting those things. It 
was an amazing snapshot of what I al-
ready knew about the Ukrainian-Amer-
ican community. They are leaders in 
Montgomery County. They are leaders 
in this country. They are leaders we 
are watching and witnessing in this 
world. Their generosity and strength, 
their determination is extraordinary, 
and we cannot imagine the pain and 
suffering as they watch their home-
land, they watch their family, their 
neighbors, their friends struggling with 
this set of atrocities. 

No amount of warnings from the 
Biden administration and our intel-
ligence could have prepared us for the 
sheer brutality and devastation we 
have seen. Mr. Putin expected that he 
would quickly topple Ukraine’s young 
democracy. He was wrong, and he will 
be forever wrong, as we have watched 
in all the resilience and the heroism of 
the Ukrainians, especially President 
Zelensky. 

Over the weekend, President 
Zelensky got on a call with Members of 
Congress, both House and Senate, Re-
publicans and Democrats, hundreds of 
us. What a man of determination and 
dignity. I took notes. He said to us: We 
just want peace. We want to hold and 
kiss our children. We want to go to 
work. We want to sip coffee at our 
kitchen table. We want to be neighbors 
with the Russians. 

What bravery. What dignity. And yet 
this war has brought on him and us a 
humanitarian crisis, with the number 
of people fleeing Ukraine already ex-
ceeding 2 million. But death, displace-
ment, and destruction must not be for-
ever. We must provide necessary aid, 
weapons, medicines, food, fuel, refuge 

in a bipartisan universal way. I know 
we all in Congress will continue to do 
all we can. 

Ukrainians worldwide, please know 
we are here for you. You are welcome 
here. God bless Ukraine. 

The U.N. has recorded 406 civilian 
casualty deaths. Sadly, I think it will 
be far more than that. An 18-month-old 
boy was killed in his home after he was 
shelled by Russian forces; 13 civilians 
killed in an air strike on the town of 
Makariv, their bodies recovered from 
the rubble; a 26-year-old woman killed 
while attempting to deliver supplies to 
a dog shelter in Buka; eight people 
killed during Russian shelling while 
trying to flee the town of Irpin—chil-
dren, mothers, civilians; a preschool in 
northeastern Ukraine hit while civil-
ians took shelter, killing three of 
them, including a child and wounding 
another. 
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These tragedies are inspiring a Na-

tion and the many women in it, and I 
applaud the women of Ukraine fighting 
to keep their country free and the 
women of Russia protesting and speak-
ing out against Mr. Putin, even at the 
risk of imprisonment and worse. 

I think of Ukraine’s Ambassador to 
the U.N., whom we have met with this 
past summer and this last week—what 
a tower of strength; and Julia, a teach-
er and volunteer who wept and said, ‘‘I 
just want to live in our country, and 
that is all,’’ as she waited to be de-
ployed to fight Russian troops. 

Putin will forever be a pariah. The 
globe recognizes him for the mur-
derous, brutal dictator that he seeks to 
be. 

Yet, I have hope. I have hope in the 
Ukrainian people and the globe that 
has recognized the horror that is this 
series of war crimes. 

Representative SPEIER, thank you for 
heading this tonight. Slava Ukraini. 
Slava Heroyam. God bless Ukraine. 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Pennsyl-
vania (Ms. DEAN) for her outstanding 
remarks. 

Madam Speaker, there are many peo-
ple to thank. There are many organiza-
tions to thank. 

When we look at who is bringing 
shelter and aid to the Ukrainian people 
now, the nonprofit organizations 
around the world, CARE, Catholic Re-
lief Services, the U.N.’s Food and Agri-
culture Organization, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, the Inter-
national Rescue Committee, Plan 
International, Save the Children, 
UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, World Food 
Program, and World Health Organiza-
tion. To all of them, we say thank you. 

Let’s be clear: This is Putin’s war. He 
will pay the price. His vicious, pre-
meditated attempt of genocide of the 
Ukrainian people will not be tolerated. 

Tonight, I want to close with this 
photograph of Ukrainian women in uni-
form. They are fighting for their coun-
try, their future, their children, and 
truly for freedom around the world. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back. 
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TAKING PUTIN’S WORDS AND 
DEEDS SERIOUSLY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. BUCK) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, I am 
here to have a discussion with the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ROY), my good 
friend, about President Putin’s actions 
in Russia. 

Putin is waging an unprovoked and 
unjustified war on Ukraine. Over the 
past 2 weeks, his attacks have become 
increasingly violent. The attacks have 
become more severe, even targeting 
residential areas. 

At the same time that Putin is en-
gaged in a bloody war with tragic con-
sequences for the people of Ukraine, he 
is also engaged in a propaganda war. 
His disinformation campaign is geared 
toward: first, his own people, who have 
largely been kept in the dark about the 
atrocities of this war against Ukraine; 
and, second, the entire world. 

In justifying his war to the world, 
Putin has relied on the ridiculous 
claim that he is the appointed person 
to denazify Ukraine. 

The Russian Government released a 
statement on March 1 through the Rus-
sian Embassy in Canada, stating: ‘‘Rus-
sia continues its special military oper-
ation to demilitarize and denazify 
Ukraine. The Russian army does not 
occupy Ukrainian territory and takes 
all measures to preserve the lives and 
safety of civilians. The strikes are tar-
geting military facilities only. . . . The 
tasks to clear Ukraine of Nazism . . . 
will be accomplished.’’ 

Congressman ROY, there is a lot of 
evidence that Putin’s army is targeting 
civilian targets. 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Colorado (Mr. BUCK) for 
this important time talking about the 
horrors that have been inflicted upon 
people by Vladimir Putin. Specifically, 
we know how much damage he has 
been causing to the people of Ukraine. 

More than 1.7 million—in fact, I saw 
a graphic just before I came to the 
floor—2 million Ukrainians have been 
displaced, have been fleeing Ukraine 
for other countries nearby. 

Over 2,000 civilians have been killed, 
according to reports. But, obviously, 
we don’t know the extent of the dam-
age and the carnage. Thirty-eight chil-
dren have been killed that we know of, 
but there are probably more, and 70 
wounded that we know of. 

Madam Speaker, $10 billion in dam-
ages to Ukrainian infrastructure, prob-
ably far more than that; 200 schools, 34 
hospitals, and 1,500 residential homes 
destroyed—these are the basic numbers 
just coming in. We know they are 
going to be far greater. 

On Saturday, a family with two chil-
dren, a teenage son and a daughter who 
appeared to be 8 years old, and several 
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